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From the Co -Pastor:  

 

Task Force on Homelessness to Begin: The Morgantown City Council and the 

Monongalia County Commission have appointed a Task Force on Homelessness.  

The purpose is to develop a community-wide plan to reduce homelessness in our 

area. 

 

The Task Force consists of a diverse group of fifteen persons representing 

business, finance, social services, faith groups, health care, governmental units, 

and the university, as well as persons who have had direct experience with 

homelessness.  I have been asked to chair the Task Force, and also from our 

congregation is Don Spencer, who is representing the City Council. 

 

While there is always a need for emergency services for those experiencing 

homelessness (food, shelter, clothing, etc.), the greater need today, and the main 

focus for the Task Force, is reducing the number of persons experiencing 

homelessness, through 

 1) prevention services that reduce the number of persons who become 

  homeless, and 

 2) rehousing services that reduce the length of time that persons are 

homeless and increase the number of persons regaining housing. 

 

Or more simply put, the goal is to reduce the number of people entering the 

system of homeless services and increase the number of people exiting the 

system. 

 

The immediate impact of homelessness is, of course, on those who find 

themselves without a place to live.  However, this problem also affects the 

quality of life for all in our community because of the demand upon police, 

health, and other public services (at significant financial drain on public 

expenditures) and the impact on downtown Morgantown businesses and 

organizations.  All in the community have a stake in addressing this problem. 

 

The Task Force will need assistance from members of the community in 

gathering information and developing plans and then, eventually, in 

implementing those plans.  If you have an interest in supporting this effort, I 

would be pleased to hear from you. 

Warmth on a cold winter day! Come to church 
on Jan. 9 for spiritual warmth and stay for a 
deacon luncheon. The luncheon will be various 
homemade soups, salad and desserts to warm 
your tummy with good and friendship. 
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Cookie Sale 
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Letter from new Childrenôs Choir 
Director, Leigh LaSala  
 
Hi, everyone, 
 
I am excited about helping with the 
Children's Choir in the New Year.  This is 
something I have wanted to do since 
Dake, my 7-year-old, was very little.  I am 
happy that we have found a church that 
feels so right to our family where I can serve in this way.  
  
Rocco, Dake, Simon (2), and I moved to Morgantown July 
2009 from Houston, TX.  Rocco is a pathologist employed by 
Ruby.  In my previous life (before kids), I worked as a Physician 
Assistant in the emergency room.  Originally from Georgia, we 
spent five years in Vermont before moving to Texas for him to 
continue his training.  We knew right away that we had to get back 
to the east coast, tall trees, mountains and cooler weather.  Our 
family has found Morgantown living very easy - we have made 
many wonderful friends, love the community and four seasons. We 
visited four churches before FPC.  From our first visit, it felt very 
comfortable.  I believe that I have met most of you, and I 
appreciate how friendly and welcoming everyone has been.   
  
I am looking forward to getting to know you and your children. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leigh LaSala 

Mark your new 2011 calendars for a 10
-week session of Children's Choir  
starting Sunday, Jan. 9 and continuing 
through March 13. All children ages 4 
through 5th grade are invited to come to 
Westminster Room 2 from noon until 
12:30 p.m. for singing. Please welcome 
Leigh LaSala, who will be the new leader 
for this Children's Choir session! 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Mark your new 2011 calendars and save the dates!  
 
Lenten Retreat  
A musical retreat led by guest musician Stefan Waliger. 
Hosted by FPC and open to the larger Morgantown faith 
community. Saturday, April 2 and Sunday, April 3. Times and 
details TBA 
 
Sunday, March 20  
The Waynesburg University Touring Choir will be our guest 
musicians for morning worship. 
 
Where's the organ?  
The first week of January the organ console will be 
transported to a workshop in Pittsburgh to begin the long 
awaited updates. After approximately a one-month absence, 
it will be returned for service with new updated features and 
capabilities. Thanks to all who have been supporting this 
project and waiting patiently! 

PCDC Sunday on Jan. 30  
 
On Sunday morning, Jan. 30, our 
worship will focus on a celebration of 
the ministry of the Presbyterian Child 
Development Center.  Begun in 
1969, PCDC has provided high 
quality child care to the children and 
families of the Morgantown area for 
over 31 years, with a special 
emphasis upon the needs of low 
income families.  On Jan. 30, PCDC 
Director Sharon Portaro will present 
the history and mission of the center, 
including the needs of our area and 
the centerôs unique philosophy in 
meeting those needs. 
 
Following worship, there will be an 
open house downstairs in the PCDC 
rooms which are being redecorated 
in the month of January. 
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Spaghetti Dinner 


