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BOWLS
Monongalia

Empty Bowls needs your help to raise money for local

food pantries and kitchens . You can donate 5 dozen
cookies to be delivered to t
Church in Star City, 3344 University Ave. between 4 and 5
p.m. on Friday, March 12. You can also volunteer to help with
the event itself. Assistance with either or both is greatly
appreciated. Sign-up sheets are in the parlor. This event, held
on March 13, raises money for local hunger
relief projects. If you would like to purchase
a ticket to the Empty Bowls event, contact
George or Mavis Grant-Lilley. There are
also tickets available after worship in the
parlor. For $15, you will receive soup,
bread, and a handcrafted bowl to take
home. The bowl will serve as a reminder of
the opportunities we have to help end
hunger in our community. For more info on
tickets, visit www.emptybowlsmon.org.
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St Pat r iscdminganditasy
good luck to spend time with your
Presbyterian friends. Come to the
luncheon after church on March 14 for
corn beef and cabb
pie (regular or vegetarian), and hot
dogs. We will even have that green
punch. Celebrate the end of winter
(yeah) and welcome spring (now
thatdos good Il uck).
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Dear Members and Friends,

In preparation for the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 14, we wrote to you about

the

projected shortfall in the income needed to meet the 2010 budget. At that meeting, a very engaged

and productive conversation produced a number of very good ideas about how to resolve the

Elsewhere in thisSood Newsyou will find the most recent Session report, which includes a list jof

those ideas.

The Session then took these ideas and combined a number of them to create a budget for th

gap.

S

coming year (also described in the Session report). Rather than choose either to cut the budpet or

write a deficit budget, Session decided to make certain decreases while also committing to a
of very intentional fundraising in order to restore those budget lines as quickly as possible.

Session is confident that an additional $10,500 in income can realistically be e&peatedf

process

which is an anticipated additional $2,500 in pledged income. So if you have not yet submitted a

pledge for 2010, or feel you can make a larger pledge, you will help us meet that goal.

The Session then made some substantial (but hopefully temporary) cuts by removing $3,500
the budgeted figure for Pancake Breakfast, $1,000 from our support for the Shack, $1,000 frg

from
m

Music, $500 from Vacation Bible School and $1,000 from General Mission support for programs at

the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly level..

One of the things clearly presented at the Annual Meeting is that our financial problem is not that
people are ungenerous. In 2009, the average contribution per member was the highest it has ever

been. In addition, the congregation contributed over $60,000 in special gitviagis, giving in

addition to pledges to support activities outside the regular budget (including $45,000 to supplort
the Westminster House project). This generosity suggests that the resources to maintain a bplanced

budget are available if we can to tap those resources. Our congregation obviously responds
projects that we feel are important. The items we have removed from the budget are import

well to
nt.

Therefore, we hope you will help restore these funds by offering your special support for somg of

the areas that have been removed from the budget.

The Pancake Breakfast costs about $100 a week. Perhaps you could offer to sponsor a wee
breakfast. Our music program runs about $60 per week. You could adopt a Sunday as your
Shack, Vacation Bible School, and General Mission could receive the same kind of support.

You will be hearing more about these opportunities for special giving. Please consider increg
your pledge, and if you would like to make such a contribution to a specific program, just incld
note as to what your additional gift is for.

Thank you for your continued generosity to the ministries of Christ through First Presbyterian
Church.

In Common Service,
The Session
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Holy Week Services
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Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28

9:30 a.m. i Church School
10:45 a.m. i Morning Worship

Holy Week begins with the procession with palms, and
initiates Jesus' final week of suffering (also called "the
Passion").

Maundy Thursday, April 1
7 p.m. i Communion

We remember Jesus' last supper with
his disciples.

Easter Sunday, April 4

9a.m. i Easter Breakfast
Bring a dish to share. Activities for the children.

10:45 a.m. i Celebration of the
Resurrection, with Communion

(There will be no church school
classes on Easter.)




