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Presbyterian Child  
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Lent begins on  

Ash Wednesday  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 17  

7:00 p.m.  

Brief service of imposition of ashes   

 
Each year, Presbyterians Today publishes a devotional guide for Lent. This year, 

it invited co-pastor Kris Haig to write this guide, which is included in the 

January/February issue of Presbyterians Today.  

 

Copies of the devotional guide are available through the church office for $1.50. 

An online experience of the devotional exercises also has been created on 

Facebook under ñFirst Presbyterian Church, Morgantown WVò as a place for 

folks from all over to share their insights and prayer experiences as we travel 

through Lent. Facebook is open to everyone, so tell your friends and family, in 

Morgantown or wherever they may live.  

 

2010 Lenten Devotional Guide from Presbyterians Today

   

Praying through Lent with Heart, Soul, Mind and Body  

by Kristine A. Haig  

        

 Walk with Jesus from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday, and 

experience many ways to pray to God and love our neighbors as 

ourselves. This popular devotional resource, produced by 

Presbyterians Today magazine, 

contains Scripture readings and 

meditations for each day of Lent. An 

excellent resource for churches, 

families and individuals.  
 

Prayers for the whole family  

Each dayõs devotion includes a 

written prayer or prayerful exercise for 

the day. Some prayers are quiet and 

contemplative. Some are active and 

engaged. Most are ideal for families, 

children, church prayer groups.  
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS DURING LENT 

 

Feb. 28 through March 28 

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Homelessness 

 

Homelessness is a growing problem in the Morgantown area. A 

recent survey estimated the homeless at 180 and facilities to meet 

the need woefully inadequate. What assistance could our 

congregation and church provide separately or in combination with 

other groups? 

 

This issue will be considered in the churchôs adult education class beginning Sunday, Feb. 28 and 

continuing the four Sundays in March. Class begins at 9:30 a.m. in Room 3 of Westminster Hall. 

 

Several speakers have been scheduled to share their expertise by describing issues and challenges. They 

include: 

 

Feb. 28: The issue for society: What is the nature and the 

scope of homelessness? 

 Prof. Helen Hartnett, WVU Division of Social Work 

 

March 7: Shelter: What is available and what is needed? 

 Keri DeMasi, executive director of Bartlett House 

 

March 14: Medical/social: What are the services offered and 

what are the gaps? 

 Laura Jones, executive director of Milan Puskar 

 Health 

 

March 21: Long-range possibilities: Whatôs in the future? 

 Rev. John Sonnenday and perhaps others involved with 

 the Mon Valley Homeless Initiative 

 

March 28: Discernment. The challenge has been described. What can we do about it? 

 

The Heidelberg Catechism 

 

Written in 1563, the Heidelberg Catechism is both a public confession (declaration or profession) of the 

reformed Protestant faith and a tool for instructing children in the Reformed tradition. Join Dr. Shelly 

Barrick Parsons in a five-week exploration of the Heidelberg Catechism, including the history and role 

of confessions, how to share the catechism with children (written to be used with children, this 

catechism has language "closer" to children's language), and what the catechism is talking about for our 

own faith. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons is Presbyterian Campus Pastor at WVU and serves on the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) General Assembly special committee considering changes to the 

translation of the Heidelberg Catechism.  
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"I like the new 
tinkling bells 

device you got"  

What was that sound 

coming from the 

organ?  We recently 

purchased a used 

Zimbelstern that you can 

see sitting on the organ 

console.  Although it is 

only temporarily wired to 

organ now, it will be 

incorporated into the 

console with other organ 

work that will take place in 

the summer of 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The renowned St. Olaf Choir will perform at 

Heinz Hall in Pittsburgh on Tuesday, Feb. 9, at 

7:30 as part of its 2010 National Tour. Ticket 

information: stolaftickets.com or 800-363-5487. 

Singing the Seasoné an evening of song 

with John Bell of the Iona Community, 

open to people of all vocal abilities and 

none. We will share music from the Iona 

Community and from the world-wide 

church which celebrates faith and reflects 

Lenten themes. 

 

Thursday, March 11, 7 p.m. 

Suncrest United Methodist Church 

479 Van Voorhis Rd. 

Morgantown 

From the Loft!  

Coming to Morgantown! 

World renowned hymn 

writer, John Bell, will be 

coming to lead a 

community-wide event in 

Morgantown on Thursday, 

March 11. John Bell works 

at the core of the Iona 

Community, a Scotland-

based international 

network celebrating Celtic-

Christian insights that have 

arisen from the legendary 

island of Iona. We have 

already learned 3 songs 

here at FPCðThe 

Summons, God Welcomes 

All, and Halle Halle . 

 

Mark your calendars and 

plan to attend this 

exceptional event which 

will be hosted by Suncrest 

United Methodist Church 

at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 

March 11. 

 

You can see pictures and 

read more about John Bell 

and the Iona Community here: http://www.readthespirit.com/

explore/2009/07/473-interview-hymn-writer-john-bell.html or 

http://www.giamusic.com/bios/john-bell 

Handbell choir has started up 

again! More ringers are needed, 

specifically on the 

bigger bells. For more 

information, please 

contact Marilynn 

Slaughter at 304-599-

4431. 

http://www.readthespirit.com/explore/2009/07/473-interview-hymn-writer-john-bell.html
http://www.readthespirit.com/explore/2009/07/473-interview-hymn-writer-john-bell.html
http://www.giamusic.com/bios/john-bell
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You might have noticed the beautiful 
handcrafted ceramic bowls in the windows 

this month. They were crafted by students 
of Debbie Palmer at Trinity High School 
for the Empty Bowls event. This event, to 

be held March 13 at St. Mary Peace Hall in 
Star City, raises money for local hunger 
relief projects. If you would like to 

purchase a ticket to the Empty Bowls 
event, contact George or Mavis Grant -
Lilley (304 -599 -2352). There will also be 

tickets available after worship in the 
Parlor. For more information on tickets, 
visit www.emptybowlsmon.org . For $15, 

you will receive soup, bread, and a 
handcrafted bowl to take home. The bowl 

will serve as a reminder of the 
opportunities we have to help end hunger 
in our community.  

 

Souper Bowl Sunday Is Coming Feb. 7!  
 

No, I did not misspell ñSuper Bowl.ò The mission 
committee and youth are working together to 
organize ñSouper Bowl Sundayò at our church.  
This nationwide program collects food and cash 
donations to support local hunger projects.  The 
program was started in 1988 by a Presbyterian 
pastor who prayed, ñLord, as we enjoy the Super 
Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those 
who are without a bowl of soup to eat.ò   
 
Any type of non-perishable food items may be 
donated. Local food banks report a special need 
for ñhigh food value foods,ò such as tuna fish, 
baked beans, oatmeal, canned soups, cereal, 
stews, chili, peanut 
butter, etc.  Youth will 
determine which local 
hunger program should 
receive the cash 
donations. This is a great 
opportunity for us to 
ñshare with Godôs people 
in need.ò 

The spirit of generosity and concern was alive and well at the 2009 Alternative Gift Market. The 
Alternative Gift Market provided $1,735 this year to local, regional, national, and international 
organizations which serve people in need. These donations are of great benefit to the organizations 
that were designated as gift recipients, and it is hoped that the thought behind these gifts brought 
pleasure to the individuals who were honored in this way. Many thanks to all who participated in 
any way in this mission of First Presbyterian Church. Your generosity and assistance are greatly 

appreciated. 
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Small groups welcome you! 
 

First Presbyterian Church has several 

small groups to nurture your spiritual 

development. In most groups, members 

make a year-long commitment to each 

other, which allows for trusting 

relationships to develop between 

members. All groups are welcoming new 

members in February. You are strongly 

encouraged to take part in the fellowship 

and learning offered through small groups!  

 

Bible study is the focus of the church's longest-running small group. The 

group meets in Room 1 of Westminster Hall on Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for 

approximately two hours. (The group does not meet on the first Monday 

of the month to allow attendance at the monthly Presbyterian Women 

meeting.) New members are welcome to join in February as the group 

begins a new study of a yet-to-be-determined book of the Bible. 

Leadership is rotated weekly on a voluntary basis. Info: Jim Mohrman, 

304-292-2828 or jmohrman@verizon.net. 

 

Those looking for a safe place to reflect on topics of daily living and how 

to carry out one's living with a Christian perspective are invited to join 

the small group that meets the first and third Sunday each month after 

church for approximately an hour and a half (bring your lunch). 

Occasional evening pot luck. Leadership is rotated on a voluntary  basis. 

Info: Mavis Grant Lilley or George Lilley, 304-599-2352. 

 

The "Living the Questions" DVD series, an exploration of progressive 

Christianity featuring premier religion voices of our day, has been the 

discussion focus of the small group that meets in Room 3 of Westminster 

Hall the second Sunday of the month at 6:30 p.m. for approximately an 

hour and a half. Leadership is rotated on a voluntary basis. Info: Gertraud 

Irwin, 304-292-4490. 

Indoor Picnic and Annual Meeting, Feb. 14 

 

Miss those hazy, crazy days of summer? Then come to the Deacon's 

Indoor Picnic after the worship service Feb. 14. The menu will be a picnic 

lunch of hamburgers, veggie burgers, hot dogs, potato salad, baked beans 

and cookies. Beat the winter blahs with your friends at First Presby. 

 

Following the meal, we will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting, at which we will review, in the 

form of a slide show, the life of the congregation in 2009.  Session will also present budget information for 

2010.  We hope you will join in an enjoyable and important event. 

Baptisms 
Evie Harper ~ Feb. 13 

Courtney Nicasyo ~ Feb. 13 

February Birthdays 
1 Paul Haller 

2 Whitney Parsons 

3 Sabrina Burtner 

Marylou Summerson 

4 Allison Peters 

5 William Angelozzi 

6 Eric Dailey 

Willie Weems 

Hannah Zeiders 

7 George Lilley 

Carole Mooney 

9 Beth Parsons 

10 Robert Cochrane 

11 Chris Moats 

Leslie Moats 

12 Amelia Haddox 

13 Ethel Hurst 

15 Lucas Trovato 

Ted Webb 

16 John Sonnenday 

Judd Talbott 

17 Cindy Griffin 

Susan Robison 

Wesley Shumway 

18 George Carpenter 

Andy Lyon 

20 Jen Peters 

21 Barbara Myers 

Winifred Wildman 

22 James Dial 

Ellen Trovato 

27 Shelby Angelozzi 

Beth Madison 

Joan Van Voorhis 
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The Mission Committee invites you to help with relief efforts for 

Haiti victims by contributing to  Hygiene  Kits which will be dis-

tributed through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ( PDA )  or 

by giving money to be used by PDA. 

You may compile entire  Hygiene Kits or 

contribute multiple numbers of  a 

particular item(s).  Kits will be assembled 

after  Valentineôs Day . 

  

Checks may be made to First Presbyterian 

Church with HAITI designated in the 

memo line.  Money not needed to  

complete Kits will be forwarded to   

 Presbyterian  Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

  

HAVE A HEART  

Letõs show how much 

we care! 

Hygiene Kit  
1 ð hand towel (approximately 16" x               

28", no fingertip or bath towels)  

1 ð washcloth 

1 ð wide-tooth comb 

1 ð nail clipper (no metal files or  

         emery boards)  

1 ð bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

1 ð toothbrush (in original packaging)  

6 ð Band-Aids® or other adhesive      

bandage strips 

Seal in one gallon plastic bag with zip-

per closure.   

Bring to church by  

Feb. 14   

VALENTINEôS DAY HAVE A HEART FOR HAITI  


