THE GOOD NEWS

A Monthly Newsletter

September 2009

SESSION
Neil Bolyard
Frank Costa
Jean Dailey
Brenda Ely
John Garlow
Kris Haig
George Lilley
Patrick McGinley
Barry McMillan
Chet Parsons
Cindy Barnett Ryan
Marilyn Slaughter
John Sonnenday
Jeremy Zeiders

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
DEACONS I
Katie Benders I
Debbie Chase
Kendra Evans I
Kathy Fisher
Randy Gemmen
Donna Gerber I
Linda Hagerty
Stacey Harper I
Leah Klinke
Kaye Leinaweaver I
Scott Lyon
Beth Madison I
Rae Jean Sielen
Judy Werner I
Amy Zeiders I
I
I
I
I

STAFFE
David Allum, Custodian
Kristine A. Haig, Co-Pastor
Larry Gary, Sunday Sexton
Janna Kisner, Minister of Music
Rachel Miller, Secretary
John W. Sonnenday, Co-Pastor
Johnetta Velickoff,
Administrative Assistant
to the Pastors & Bookkeeperl

Presbyterian Child
Development Center
Sharon Portaro, Director

Sept. 13 is the start of a new year of teaching and learning in our congregation, with

Join us for Rally Day
Sunday, Sept. 13

classes for all ages. And it is a good time to invite friends to join you for Sunday School

and worship.

9:30 a.m.

Older children, youth, and adults go directly to their classes.

Singing in the Parlor for children preschool through Grade Two.

All children and youth will be using resources from the Seasons of the Spidtirriculum

which we have been using for the past two years, and which is coordinated with the
Biblical text we use in Sunday worship and preaching.

Adults will have a choice of two classes:
Opening the Scriptures: The Gospelsd by Kris Haig and John Sonnenday

(See the description elsewhere in this newsletter.) Meets in Room 3, Westminster Hall.
Spirit Sightings: An informal discussion of news stories and current events connected
to the lectionary passages for each Sunday, along with opportunity for fellowship.
Geared especially for young adults and parents of young children, but everyone is

welcome. Meets in 324 Forest Ave. (across from the church entrance).

10:45 a.m. In worship, we will commission all of our teachers and leaders and we will

present Bibles to the 6" Graders.

Congregational Luncheon:

Octoberfest

Sunday, Sept. 27, at noon

fiOctoberfesto

Deacons after worship on Sept. 27. Everyone is invited to come for food and
fellowship. We will have hot dogs, kielbasa, sauerkraut, German potato salad,
veggie trays, veggie burgers and maybe even German Chocolate cake.
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I be a presentatlion

Sonnenday.

What is the meaning of membership in a Presbyterian congregation?
What do Elders and Deacons do?

What

are

a

Pastor s

And how do we all work together to further the ministry of Jesus Christ?

Join us as we get a good start into Fall together!
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FPC Childrenbds Choi
This year ds chi
theme is AThereods

We will travel this road as far as it will
take us. We might work our way around
the rock or over the rock, but we just
might end up singing our way to new
and exciting experiences.

| am so inspired from my week of intensive
cl asses at the Choristeros
for the directors of childr
new perspective and many songs and games to share with
the children at First Presbyterian Church.

Kindergarten through third grade will start the year
on Sept. 13 at 9:30 a.m. in the parlor before Sunday
School The Childrends Choiy
choir room upstairs the same day. This will be a meeting
for the choir members and their families to look at this
year 6s pl ans. I would | ike t
voice checks with me. This is not exactly an audition but
something that | would like to do on a yearly basis. | look
forward to working with the children as they bring their
musical talents to worship at First Presbyterian Church.
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Handbells and Handchimes starting soon! |

Handbells choir is an adult choir for 11 ringers. Th
choir meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary .
and will begin Sept. 9. They are in need of new ringers Whi)
are committed to participating each week. Minimal music !
training is required. If interested, contact Marilynn Slaughte
at 304-599-4431, the church office or just come and see |
Sept. 9. :
Handchimes is a youth choir for seven or more
ringers, sixth grade and up through high school. The choir.
will meet at 8:45 Sunday mornings in Westminster Hall
room 1 starting Sunday, Sept. 13. |
Last year was the choir:
many Sunday services and were positively received by the|
congregation. :
Both choirs will participate in worship services at |
least once a month. Some tentative dates include: .
Handbells: Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 20; Handchimes: Oct. 25,
Nov. 15, Dec. 6. I
Come and share your time and talent in one of .
these unique choirs to the Glory of God. |

Sing In The Choir!
Maybe you have thought about singing in the
choir.Now would be a good time to give iThery.

new choir season has gotten started with regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals as of Aug. 26 from 7:30
-9 p.m..New singers are welcome!

DonnaWeems who serves
Choir Director at First Presbyterian Church

o qf Morgantown has recently completed

year | Rfghe §horisters Guild Institute
certification program. The 6-day Institute

was held on the campus of Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in
Louisville, KY. Donna was one of 65 choral
musicians serving churches through the
United States accepted to participate in the

Il Ing tli ntsuttietéust ef ii mst os
6s choirs. |l have br
The Institute is a three-summer certification
program for directors of young singers in a
Christian church or school setting. The
Institute provides a rigorous curriculum and
Yheliule infRifg class ofkdhopsE dhd T
master classes in four areas of emphasisd
Worship and Young Singers, Pedagogical
%kill% a{nc?jn Csonteﬁt no@qlt'edge fora’ P o
Successful Choir Program, Administration
and Organization of an Effective Music
Ministry, and Personal Musicianship and
Leadership Skills. Certification also requires
outside reading and completion of shorti

and long-term assignments related to

Institute content.

The 2009 Institute core faculty included
nationally recognized leaders in the area of
church and choral music education
including Dr. Anton Armstrong, St. Olaf
College; Dr. C. Michael Hawn, Perkins
School of Theology at Southern Methodist
University; Dr. Madeline Bridges, Belmont
University; and Dr. Claudio Carvalhaes,
Louisville Seminary. Numerous other
sessions were led by other highly

sexperiengedand qualified instructors; Helen
Kemp, founding member of the Choristers
Guild and Professor Emerita of Westminster
Choir College, presented the inaugural
address of the Helen Kemp Lecture Series
during the Institute.

Donna had this to say about her experience
at the Choristers
Institute was the best hands-on, well
targeted education I have ever attended. |
received so many skills and resources it will
take a long time to integrate them into my
directing. I am looking forward to sharing
them with you and
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Youth Ministry Update ||

We are blessed to have a wonderful group of young people in our congregation. Several of them had an
outstanding experience on the youth mission trip to Memphis, TN this summer, and are looking forward
continuing to build upon the relationships that were fostered by that time together.

As you may know, our search for a new patime Christian Educator was not successful. However, in consultati
with the Nurture and Learning Committee, we have developed a different model that draws more upon the Ieader(ul\ip
resources of the congregation. A key feature of this new model is the creation of a Youth Ministry Team whose
responsibility will be to create a calendar of events and activities for the youth. Kris and John will serve as staff eesgurc
persons for the Youth Ministry Team. mJ

We have already braistormed a long list of possible activities for the youth, including fellowship and fun, service in

the community, worship and spiritual formation, and field trips. Some of these events will be led directly by Kris gfjd
John, while others will be led by members from the congregation (including parents of the youth). We have also be®n
in contact with both Thomas a Becket Episcopal Church and the Morgantown Church of the Brethren, who are
interested in planning some joint events with their youth.

If you would like to be a part of the Youth Ministry Team, please speak with Kris or John. You would not be expected
to run the youth group, or even to attend all the events, but rather to be part of a caring, discerning, and pIanni"F

group.

We anticipate that the Youth Ministry Team will meet no more than once every two months. Its responsibilities will
for long-range planning, and for recruiting volunteers to lead or assist in particular events and activities (suchjfas
holding a Halloween Party or a funeraising project for next year's youth mission trip).

Please keep our young people and their leaders in your prayers as they begin a new year of fellowship, servicm, and
learning together.
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Ahoy, youth of the
church!

Ouir first event of the year will be an afternoon of
boating on Cheat Lake.

Sunday afternoon, Sept. 13
1 to about4:30 p.m.

Bring swimsuit, towel, and sunblock.




Opening the Scriptures: The Gospels
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to study the Scriptures but to ponder their meaning for our own lives.

This Fall we will begin an in-depth class on the Bible, focusing on each of the four Gospels as

Who actually wrote the Gospels, and under what
circumstances?

How were the Gospels shaped by the traditions of Judaism,
the culture of Greece, and the political power of the
Roman Empire?

How did the text of the Bible come down to us?

Are the stories about Jes
What is a Agospel, o0 and h
biography?

Why are there different translations of the Bible, and what
does it matter?

Why does the Jesus of the first three Gospels (Matthew,
Mark, and Luke) seem like such a different person from
the Jesus of the Gospel of John?

How can my personal experience of Christ and life of faith
be deepened by studying these things together with
others?

ng a distinctive portrait of Jesus.

This year-long class will be co-taught by Kris and John, and will draw upon the material from
the course on New Testament
college course for free!) The class will also include experiential exercises that will help us not only

TIME AND PLACE:
Sunday mornings
9:30¢ 10:30 a.m.
Room 3

DATES:
Sept. 13 Nov. 22
Jan. X Feb. 21
April 11¢ May 23

While attendance at every session is not required, the class will be most meaningful if you:

to attend as regularly as possible.

that Kris teache

plan

For more information on this ministry, see
the article in the August 2009 issue of thg

Our first group of prayer shawls \
will be dedicated in worship on \ \

Sunday, Sept. 20
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PLANS FALL EVENTS

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN is a group for all women of
the church and friends. Regular monthly meetings are
usually scheduled for the first Monday of each month.
Announcements and notices are published in the

Good News and the weekly worship bulletin. The goal

September Birthdays

LouAnn Mohrman
Karen Cassidy

Lori Carpenter
Jamie Lester

Jack Hammersmith
Andy Wilkins
Barbara Alvis

Vance Alvis
Jean Humphreys
Aimee Cummings
Robert Ours
William Rushford
Scott Lyon
Frank Costa
Scott Mizes

Ella Moats

Jane Achee
Donna Gerber
Gregory Gerber
Dale Porter

Luke Palmer
Angela Schwab
Heather Larkin
William Overbey
Chelsea Reed
Colleen Harshbarger
Ruth Hicks

Fred Fawcett
Jim Slaymaker
David Mullett
Priscilla Shilaro
Jane Kirk s

is to include as many women as possible for
fellowship, working on selected projects, and
informal, educational Bible study. Any and all
participation is strictly voluntary. If interested, talk to
any member for more information. Plan now to be a
part of this group. Your presence is valuable!

Several events are planned for Fall 2009. Think now of
adding these to your calendar for the autumn months.

A POTLUCK SALAD LUNCHEON will be held on
Monday, Sept. 14, at 11 a.m. in Room 3. Bring a salad to
share and come for fellowship as the group officially
begins the season. Dessert, bread, and beverages wil
be provided. The new study book, JOSHUA, A
JOURNEY OF FAITH, will be available at a cost of $8
Copies of the book will also be available for cheokit
from the church library, and three large print copies
will be placed in the Heritage library.

The OCTOBER MEETING is scheduled for Monday, Qct.
5, at noon in Room 3. This will be the usual "bag
lunch" meeting and will include the first lesson in the
new study series, JOSHUA, A JOURNEY OF FAITH. The
first lesson will be an overview of the Introduction to
the study.

The NOVEMBER MEETING will be held on Monday,

=

Nov. 2, at HERITAGE, at 10:30 a.m. (Please note the
change in time for this meeting; this allows residents
of Heritage to attend the entire meeting without
missing lunch.)

NOVEMBER will also include collection of the ANNUAL
THANK OFFERING. Appropriate information and a
date will be given later.

DECEMBER will be a busy time for PW. The ANNUAL
COOKIES 'N MORE SALE is planned for Saturday, Ded
5. Details, including a Minute for Mission, will be given
prior to the event.

The DECEMBER MEETING for PW is scheduled for
Monday, Dec. 7, at noon, Room 3.

Brown Baggers

Games that young folk play

have changed considerably over

the years. Brown Baggers
members remember some that have
disappeared or been altered to fit modern
times. But there also are old standbys that
never seem to lose their popularity. All of
these will be on tap when the group meets at
11:30 Tuesday, Sept. 22 in Westminster Hall.
We welcome new participants.

PW welcomes all to enjoy an opportunity for
gathering and visiting, for participating in a variety of

activities, and for sharing and learning more of GOd'S | s==s=s=ssssssesassmenassnenasmnenansnnnannn 5
word. Plan to come; invite a friend! 5 September Baptisms

Alyssa Guerry ~ Sept. 4, 2005



Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

September 2009

4 5
Every Sunday 12:15p Quiet 5p Presby Dancets 8p Dance Group
8a Community Center 5:30p Nurture & | (FH)
Breakfast 5p Westminster | Learning
10:45a Worship House 8:30p AA (Rm. 3)
6p Property
Management
7p F&L
7:30p Adult Choir
8:30p AA (Rm. 3)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Communion Labor Day Good News 7. 15a Me|nh5pCDC Council| 9:45a Empty Bowl|s
12p Stewardship | (Office Closed) Deadline BreakfasEatN\- 5p Presby Dancefs (Rm. 3)
Committee 3p Stephen MinisfryPark 8:30p AA (Rm. 3)| 8p Dance Group
6p Habitat 12:15p Quiet (FH)
Center
5p Westminster
House
6p Cub Scouts
(Rm. 3) 6:30p Bel
Choir
7:30p Adult Choir
8:30p AA (Rm. 3)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Rally Day 11a Presbhyterian 12:15p Quiet 10a Sew & Sew | 8p Dance Group
8:45a Handchimep Women Pot Luck Center (Library) (FH)
9:30a Christian Luncheon (Rm. 3 5p Westminster | 5p Presby Dancels
Education House 8:30p AA (Rm. 3)
9:30a Sunday 6:30p Bell Choir
School Music 7:30p Adult Choir
12p Chilldrenés 8:30p AA (Rm. 3)
Choir
1p Youth Boating
Trip
6p Session
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
CentsAbility Presbytery @ Rogk11:30a Brown 7: 15a Me|n5pPresby Dancers 8p Dance Group
Prayer Shawls Forge Church Baggers BreakfasEatN\- 8:30p AA (Rm. 3)| (FH)
Dedication 3p Stephen MinisfryPark
8:45a Handchimep 5:30p Habitat 12:15p Quiet
9:30a Christian Center

Education 5p Westminster

9:30a Sunday House

School Music 6p Cub Scouts

12p Chilldrenés (Rm. 3) 6:30p Bel

Choir Choir

12p Deacons 7:30p Adult Choir
8:30p AA (Rm. 3)

27 28 29 30

8:45a Handchime
9:30a Christian
Education

9:30a Sunday
School Music
12p Worship
Committee

8p Theology on Tapl2:15p Quiet

Center

5p Westminster

House

6:30p Bell Choir

7:30p Adult Choir

8:30p AA (Rm. 3)
6




