THE GOOD NEWS

A Monthly Newsletter October 2009
SESSION
Neil Bolyard
Frank Costa . .
Jean Dailey Youth Ministry Launched
Brenda Ely
John Garlow
Kris Haig AWhen one door <closes, another
P;ﬁgligﬁc'-g'ii{e the one through which we were hoping to see atpag Christian
Barry McMi"any Educator appear after we advertised to fill the position that Julie
_ Chet Parsons Zuercher had filled on a temporary basis last year. But God appare
Cindy Barnett Ryan had a different plan in mind.
Marilynn Slaughter
John Sonnenday
Jeremy Zeiders The door that Aopenedo was the
that meets to pray for our youth and plan programs for fellowship an
DEACONS fun, spiritual formation, and
Katie Benders report that the new Team is not only in place, but forging ahead. Ma
Debbie Chase wonderful activities and events have already been planned, includin
*f(zrt‘graFi‘;]ae”rs collaborative events with the youth groups from St. Thomas & Beckg
Randnyemmen Episcopal Church and the Morgantown Church of the Brethren.
D_onna Gerber
;‘t“a‘laeHggf”gr The Youth Groupébés first event
LeahyK"nk'Z 13. As you can see, they had a great time. Many thanks to Chuck a
Kaye Leinaweaver Lee Mullett for providing their pontoon boat and pulling folks around
Scott Lyon

Beth Madison behind the jet ski. Continued on next page...
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Continued f r onnQtobenthe poutls willhavg an&vening of games and

singing around a campfire at the Palmers on Friday, Oct. 2. Then on Oct. 30 the youtigwill
help host a Halloween party for our families with young children.

Many thanks to the good folks who make up the Youth Ministry Team: Paul Atkins, Suflan
Eason, Chris Haddox, Kris Haig, Doug Hunt, Dash Kelley, Jan Palmer, John Sonnendgy,
Will Weber, Judy Werner, Linda Wessels, and Amy Zeiders.

In addition to your prayers, we will be asking for you to volunteer occasionally to provige
shacks or other practical support for youth events.

Jake Mullett, Sabrina Burtner,
Carlee Koritkowski

Kroger Gift Cards : A heartfelt thanks to all of you who have been using
your Kroger gift cards. If you are a Kroger shopper and have not yet

purchased a card, stop by the Mission Committee table in the Parlor after
church and purchase a card for $5 (which goes toward your purchases). |

As of 9/5/09, we have purchased $17,280 worth of merchandise and
received checks to support mission in the amount of $824. For informatio
contact Gertraud Irwin (304292-4490) or Cindy Griffin (3042916010).

Pledge CatcHJp

As expected, giving slowed down over the
summer as many of us took off for favorite
destinations. The church has some importan
financial obligations to meet over the next
few months, and it would be a big help if we
all tried to get up to date with our pledges to
take care of the dayo-day expenses and to
meet our church goals for Mission giving.

Rae Jean Sielen will tell Brown Baggers about
an eightday wilderness trail ride she and Ken
St. Louis took in the Colorado Rockies when:
the group meets Tuesday, Oct. 20. Photos df
the trek will be included. Brown Baggers :
meets at 11:30 a.m. Note that this meeting is a
week earlier than the normal time than the
normal time. Horse lovers especially

welcome.



Being a Welcoming Congregation:
Some personal thoughts

Three years ago, on Nov. 3' | lost one of my dearest friends. Unable to cope with mounting pressures,

he took his |ife. He was Atoo ashamedo to reagd

was a Presbyterian minister i one of the finest pastors | have had the privilege of knowing and
working with. His death is still very painful for me.

For several months, | have felt a strong desire to ensure that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
(LGBT) persons feel welcome in our church. It was heightened on Easter Sunday when several gay

men came forward for communion. My reaction Was t
hope they feel truly welcomed by wus. o0 | -paeentse | shar
siblings, and friends of LGBT folks i and they share my desire for our church to be an openly
welcoming congregation.

Several years ago our Session adopted a Welcome Statement which hangs at the entrances to our
church. It states, AAs a community of Chri sp, w
wel coming and embracing all persons, celebratijng G
sexual orientation, ability, age, economic status and | ifle si
How wel | do we do this? Do people who are LGHT f e
come to worship?

You may be thinking, AWhy single out i ndividulal s
some Christians, including some pastors, interpret the Bible to say that being of LGBT sexual
orientation is an fAabominationd in the eyes off Go
qualities listed in the Welcome Statement. Knowing that many Christians believe this, people who are

LGBT and their families and friends may avoid putting themselves in a situation which may be very

hurtful, i.e., coming to church and experiencing humiliation from members or pastors. They would
rather stay away than take that ri sk. Perhaps |t hey
able to receive the love of God, whom we believe is open to all.

Some of us have asked, AHow i s LGBT sexual orlent e
scholars interpret the passages that are used by some people to

support their views which | ead t it t it

we have asked that our pastors preach a sermon on biblical
interpretation of those selected passages.

On Oct. 18, Rev. Haig will preach on this topic. Following worship
there will be an opportunity to explore the topic together more deeply in
Aser momadld kdi s c usi 4 p.mnn Rbam®.nBridg2 bag .
lunch. Coffee will be available and child care will be provided. "

In addition, several church members have indicated an interest in
coming together to help our congregation live out our Welcome
Statement regarding sexual orientation. If you feel a nudge in that
direction, please let me know (304-599-2352 or mgranlil@verizon.net)

Faithfully,
Mavis Grant  -Lilley




Session Meeting of Sept. 13, 2009

We began our meeting with a time of reflection on the Jeremiak817:7
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord,
whose trust is the Lord.
They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

This was foll owed by a reflection in which we
in the life of the congregation: Spaciousness and hospitality in making newcomers welcome; college
ministry; a healing place; patience and love; people's hearts reach out; adult education series on NT; |

testimony; a very visible community place for worship; Presbyterian Women fellowship; experiencing God
in forms of worship and musical expression; and, prayer shawl ministry.

The following information was received and actions taken:

AAs of Sept. 10, pledges totaling $27,000 have been received in response to the special appeal for the
Westminster House project, with an additional $3,000 for 2010. Session and the moderator expredsed
sincere thanks for the work of the Westminster Committee and its chair, Chet Parsons.

ASession continued its process of reviewing the membership rolls as requiredbykhaf Orderand,
after discussion, acted to move a number of individuals to the Inactive Roll.

AThe Finance and Legal Committee reported that pledges are lagging behind, but expenses are beinp paid.
What is being delayed is Mission payments:Rastor Sonnenday gave his assessment that pledge |
receipts are down across the board with no discernable pattern. I

|

ACo-Pastor Haig pointed out that there was no place to "showcase" youth and their contributions to tI1e
Church. It was agreed that the current bulletin board space in the Parlor that is devoted to Session and
committees minutes be converted to space for youth related matters. The minutes of Session andl
committee meetings can now be found in a notebook in the church office. |

|

ASession discussed having a "brelag" session after worship periodically to foster conversation abouts
topics addressed in sermons. :

|

ASession gave thanks for: The youth lake trip today, the Mullett family, Kris, John, and the new Youth
Ministry Team; Youth Choir Chimes; John and Kris for the New Testament Class; for the excellent'start
to Sunday School classes; for the visitors who continue to return and for the congregation's welcome of
them; for Alan Donaldson's recovery and seeing him able to walk; for the Westminster House boand and
for all who responded to the appeal for additional financial support. !



The Presbytery of West Virginiaos
Christian Nurture and Worship Committee
Presents:

Equipping Elder Events, 2009 -2010

(Please note that this year there will be no events in the spring of 2010.)

pastors who work with them. Other interested persons are also welcome.

church.

BRING WITH YOU: A copy of theBook of Order if you have one.

Sunday, Oct. 25, 2009, 3 -6 p.m.

Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church OR Trinity Presbyterian Church
Huntington Shady Spring

OR
Sunday, Nov. 1, 2009, 3 -6 p.m.

forms available in the church office, or one can be emailed to you upon request to the church office(304-196-
8236). We need to hear from you by Monday, Oct. 19 for the Oct. 25 events, or by Monday, Oct. 26 for the
Nov. 1 events. For more information, contact Susan Sharp Campbell, or

304-645-4568.

FOR: Elderg active, inactive and about to be active, in congregations with/without pastors, a

PURPOSE: To equip elders to live out their responsibilities as the Session within the particulgr

Village Chapel PC OR Bridgeport PC OR Clifton PC
Charleston Bridgeport Maxwelton
These events are free, although we do need to know how many persons will attend. There will be

the

\
Thanks to everyone who made é /

the Ice Cream Social on Aug. Y
30 such a success!! We had —_
over 20 students attend and 7
many church members there to / L&

welcome everyone! Between the somewhere on the item. The
ice cream, live music, and good denominati onds

~
N
them to the church office.
Make sure your name is

time! What a great way to kick off the new be collected during worship.
school year. Thanks again for continuing to

WORLD COMMUNION is Sunday, Oct. 4.
you have any international arts or crafts that
youdd be willing to
part of the sanctuary furnishings, please bring

If

support the WVU ministry. (Please see

photos on page 7)

=1
company, everyone seemed to have a great I Peacemaking Offering will _:____—_j:
I
ol

oan



October Birthdays

In addition to the FPC website,

1 Meg Daniels I we now have an online calendar. !
3 Kerry McClung | Any items that members would [
5 Kevin Swisher : like to add to the calendar, feel I
6 Harold Forbes ! free to submit them to the .

Deidre Maxwell

I church office for addition. The

7 Eldon Ross I pages are linked, but just in case I
8 Roy Lawson . you need the URLs, they are I
Andrew Woodworth . below. Dondt forget to ch
9 Nick Nicasyo, Sr. I these sources of information: ;
10 Ruth Garlow |
11 Xfﬁ:gg élrgl?(“r Gemmen . Website URL: http://www.firstpresmorgantown.org/ |

13 William Riley
Charlie Russell

15 James Jenkins
Sharon Portaro
Emily Rousseau

17 Sylvia Dial

18 Chauncy Johnson

19 Michael Cummings
Courtney Nicasyo
Margaret Ream

20 Susan Eason
Vickie Powell

21 Alyssa Guerry

22 Helen Lindsay

23 Zeke Bailey
Claire Carpenter
Alan Donaldson

I calendar.aspx?
| &&list_by=calendar_month&ci=L6J4FOFOH2I309L613&i
gd=

October Baptisms

Katherine Zuercher Kirby ~ Oct. 3, 2004

Everett Lester ~ Oct. 3, 2004

Hannah Lester ~ Oct. 3, 2004

Sophia Lester ~ Oct. 3, 2004

Ilfﬂﬁii:?:tglz;son . O(it. 9, 2005 | =\
ymaker ~ Oct. 9, 200t

Caitlyn Williams ~ Oct. 9, 2005

Robert Williams ~ Oct. 9, 2005 M

Calendar URL: http://www.mychurchevents.com/calenda!r/

Laura Porter Erika Gaujot ~ Oct. 17, 2004 ) (
24 Jessica Burtner W

25 Madelyn Allen
Peg Clovis Chase
Roger Cummings
Linda Huffman
26 Todd Gauijot [ !
Sandie Overbey
Adam Zundell
27 Suzanne Gainer
Logan Haddox
30 Nick Nicasyo, Jr.
31 Ava Mullett

The Co-Pastors will be on study leave
Oct. 23-29. The Rev. James Morley,
Director of Pastoral Care at United
Hospital Center, Clarksburg, will be

our preacher on Oct. 25. For pastoral

needs during
NEW BULLETIN BOARD PHOTOS. The

bulletin board in the Parlor now includes a
section devoted to Youth Ministry. Check out
the photos of our terrific youth! (Copies of

this period, you

may contact the

. : . Rev. Jim
Session and committee minutes can now be
found in a binder in the church office and Mohrman (304-
another in the Library.) 292-2828).




ICE CREAI\/I SOCIAL -

The Ice Cream Social is the annual party that the Deacons hold to welcome Presbyterian
students to campus. This year, once again, it was a cheerful celebration, with ice cream
sundaes, smiles, and door prizes contributed by members.

Entertainment was provided
by Colin Woodods jazz
combo.



