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Lenten Opportunities 
 

The40 days leading up to Easter are traditionally a time when we are encouraged to give focused 

attention to our life in God ï to take on a Lenten discipline like fasting (from food or from anything that 

is a distraction from God), to make a more regular commitment to private prayer; to engage in acts of 

compassion and benevolence; and to spend more time with scripture. The purpose of these disciplines is 

to deepen our self-awareness, and to foster repentance and reconciliation, so that we will be prepared to 

experience the joy of Easter resurrection. 

 

This Lent, you may want to attend the weekly time of meditative prayer on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. ï 

the Quiet Center.  

 

Two other Lenten experiences are also being offered. The first is a half-day Lenten Retreat led by Kris 

on Saturday, March 7. For more information see the article on page 8. 

 

The second is a special Lenten class will be offered on Tuesday evenings, March 3 through 31, at 6:30 

p.m.  It is an opportunity to explore together The Power of Forgiveness.  These conversations will be 

based upon an award winning documentary that examines the role forgiveness can play in alleviating 

anger and grief, as well as the physical, mental, and spiritual benefits that come with forgiveness. The 

film looks at some of the most dramatic transgressions imaginable and those that are more 

commonplace. Among its subjects, the film features families of victims from the tragedy of 9/11, the 

shooting in an Amish school, and forgiveness education in Northern Ireland, where unforgiveness has 

been a way of life for generations. Produced by Journey Films, this film aired on public television 

stations in  2008. 

 

The film includes interviews and conversations with persons of many different faiths, including Jews, 

Christians, Muslims, and Buddhists.  Some names you may recognize are Elie Wiesel, Holocaust 

survivor,  Thich Nhat Hahn, Vietnamese Buddhist monk, and Dr. James Forbes, former pastor of New 

York Cityôs Riverside Church. 

 

Some of the topics we will consider are: Why Forgive? What Is the Nature of Forgiveness? The Journey 

to Forgiveness.  Learning to Forgive.  And Forgiving the Unforgivable. 

 

This would be an appropriate event to which to invite friends of other faith communities, as it explores 

the common human issues that we all face in wrestling with forgiveness. 

 

We hope that youôll consider these opportunities as you prayerfully decide how you will use Lent as an 

invitation to deepen your life of faith. 

 

    ð Kris  and   John 
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Deaconôs Report for January 
 

 

The Fellowship Committee is planning a number of church-wide activities, with a goal of having 

one per month.  None of these are definite, and dates may change, but this is our planned 

schedule.  We had a luncheon for organizing small groups on Jan. 11 with 29 people attending. On 

Jan. 25 we held a reception for the annual Congregational Meeting (already held as you read 

this).  Feb. 22 will be an indoor picnic following worship.  March 15 will be a St Patrickôs 

Luncheon following worship.  April 12 we will have some type of Easter activity.  Late April will 

be recognition of Sunday school teachers.  May 25 (Monday, Memorial Day) will be Jakeôs 

Breakfast at Cooperôs Rock State Forest.  Jake and Betsy Mullett formerly hosted this event, which 

was a private event, and Betsy liked the idea of it being church wide and thought that Jake would 

think it is something worth doing, so, this tradition will continue.   

 

June will be our church picnic.  We have nothing on the schedule for July but are open to 

suggestions.  August is the Ice Cream Social to welcome new and returning WVU 

students.  September is a welcome back from summer activity.  October is a Halloween 

Party.  November may be a Thanksgiving meal.  December is open at this time.  If you have ideas 

for these activities, please give them to a Deacon.  Thanks for the help.   

 

The Worship Support Committee is always looking for help with ushers and greeters.  Contact 

Chris McClelland, Joan Driscole or Randy Gemman.   

 

Shut-in, Illness and New Baby Committee.  Michelle Lester is back to work.  Thanks goes to all 

who took meals to the Lester family during her illness.  Also, the Presbyterian Women used some 

of their Cookie Bazaar income to purchase a small freezer for storing homemade casseroles.  These 

will then be available to deliver to those needing meals during times of illness.  Making a 

casserole?  Why not double the recipe and store one at the church.   See Debbie McConnell before 

making the casserole.  Hams and other useful dinner items are also welcome. 

 

Communications Committee.  One of the concerns that came out of the Lombard process was a 

need for better communication.  This relates to communicating our messages outside the church as 

well as better in-house communications.  Session will work on this with input from the 

Deacons.  One point made at our meeting was the need to have the Website updated at least once 

every other week so that members could go there for updates on meetings and church activities.   

 

John closed our meeting with prayer.   Minutes submitted by Chris McClelland, Secretary 

Report submitted by Dave Samuel 
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Session Report ðJanuary Meeting  
 
Session members remembered our baptism and moments from this morningôs worship service. 
We give thanks for the deacons providing food, to David Allen for his help to the worship 
committee, for the wonderful childrenôs time this morning, for the experience at Heritage Point 
serving communion to 11 people and singing song (this was the first of regular communion 
services to come); to Debbie Palmer for her students making empty bowls and for the  idea to 
decorate sanctuary with empty bowls , for the opportunity to work with Janna who is so gifted and 
is having a significant impact on our congregation, and for Julie Zuercher and the great impact with 
the youth with only ten hrs a week available. 
 
Clerkôs Report for Decemberð   

Attendance: 
    7      124 

14    152  Christmas Eve service: 
21    137  5 p.m.    no record 
28      88  10 p.m.    98 
Avg    125 

  
Deaths:  Grace Sangston December 10 
Gifts:  
From Henry Roberts in memory of William and Mary Roberts 
From Richard Montalbano and Ehren Clovis in honor of John Chase for the pancake breakfast 
Rolls: New Members: Eve Faulkes, John Zuercher, Adam and Kelly Zundell, Leslie and Chris 
Moats;  
request by LaCagnin family to be made inactive, request for transfer Jean Coffield to First 
Christian Church 
 
Financial report for 2008 budget ðThe PCDC now owes FPC approximately $33,000.  They are 
raising rates on Jan 1, and should start repaying soon.  A new email reporting system is instituted 
so that we keep on top of this. 
The approximate unpaid mission commitment for 2008 is $17,000. Elder Barry McMillan moved 
the Session use part of Randy Reyerôs gift from his estate (which was specifically dedicated by 
him to mission use) for our remaining 2008 Mission budget items.  This motion passed 
unanimously.   
2009 Budget -- As a contingency plan, Elder McMillian moved that in order to avoid cashing in 
Session Reserve Fund stocks as previously planned and therefore solidifying the current stock 
paper loss, Session should borrow from ministry enhancement funds if necessary to pay Lombard 
expenses.  Any borrowed funds will be repaid as stock prices rise.  This motion passed 
unanimously. 
 Elder McMillan reported that the 2009 budget still lacked approximately $8,000 to balance.  
After discussion, Session decided to defer the 2009 budget vote so that the congregation could be 
informed.  If we still do not have a balanced budget by the next Session meeting, we will make 
cuts in Mission giving and/or Personnel before passing the budget.  
Preparation for annual Congregational Meeting ðThe meeting will be held in the sanctuary 
after refreshments in the lobby, so that we can use the projector.  Elder McMillan will give a 
financial report for 2008/2009, and Elder Mullett will find someone to present the Lombard 
Agreement progress update. 
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Session Report -February Meeting  
 
Opening worship ð Session extended thanks to the Lombard Mediation Logistics Committee, 
for the nursery and our children, for the service for Michael Bush and the support of the 
congregation, to Kaye Leinaweaver and Donna Gerber for the reception at Michael Bushôs 
funeral, for our young organists.  Session is grateful for Patrick Kirbyôs donations and wishes him 
happy birthday.  Session is grateful to Barry McMillan and Michael Hohnôs leadership with the 
budget. 
Clerkôs Report for Januaryð   
  Attendance:  
    4        144 

11        136 
18        132 
25        169 
AVG    145 

  
 Gifts:  from Presby Women to Mission program; from James Morley to Music program 
 
Organ Proposal --Director of Music Janna Kisner presented a bid from Organcraft to convert the 
organ to digital.  The bid is close to the amount on hand for organ maintenance.  The work would 
not commence until 2010.  After some discussion, the Session voted unanimously to accept the 
bid. 
2009 Budget ðElder Barry McMillan presented a revised, surplus budget to Session.  The 
budget includes a 5% cost of living increase for all personnel and some merit increases as well. 
This budget passed unanimously.  A motion to increase parking fees to $75/month was made 
and also passed unanimously.  Second reading:  As a contingency plan, Elder McMillian moved 
that in order to avoid cashing in Session Reserve Fund stocks as previously planned and 
therefore solidifying the current stock paper loss, Session should borrow from ministry 
enhancement funds if necessary to pay Lombard expenses.  Any borrowed funds will be repaid 
as stock prices rise.  This motion passed unanimously. 
Westminster House Report ðElder Chet Parsons reported that no loans are available for the 
project due to the economic downturn.  The board is looking into provisions to hold on to the 
property.  The board is also looking into a WVU partnership. 
Congregational agreements proposal ðIn accordance with the congregational agreements, 
Session discussed the possibility of Elders serving two terms, and not necessarily serving as 
chair of a committee.   Session approved a recommendation to the congregation that the By-
Laws be changed to conform with the Book of Orderôs provision that elders may serve two 
consecutive terms.  Session will continue the discussion about committee chairs. 
New Wireless Microphone --The Worship Committee requests to purchase a new wireless 
microphone from Memorial Funds.  (Current balance is $3,000.  Cost of microphone about 
$450.)  Session approved this request unanimously. 
Kroger Cards --Session approved creating a new undesignated line item for any money 
acquired through Kroger purchases. 
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First Presbyterian Church to Host Presbytery Meeting on 

Saturday, March 21
st
! 

Help Needed from Entire Congregation 
 

 

 
FPC is honored to have been asked to host the quarterly Presbytery Meeting at our church on 

March 21.  200 presbyters from all over the state will come to visit us on that day.  Lee Mullett 

is in charge of the arrangements.  Please contact her at 594-0679 or 

LMullettDesign@gmail.com to sign up to help.  Signups will also be available after church 

beginning February 22nd. 

 

 

Many Hands Make Light Work!  We only need a few hours of your time. 

 

 

 

Personnel Needed: 

 6 people on Friday, March 20, 2 to 4pm Set up tables 

4 people on Saturday, 8:30 to 10:30am Directors for Inside Church 

2 people on Saturday, 8:30am to 10:30 pm Registration and Lunch Table 

8 people on Saturday, 8:30 to 10:30am Directors for Parking Lot 

1 person on Saturday, 10am-12:30pm Sound System 

1 person on Saturday, 2-4pm              Sound System 

6 people on Saturday, 8:00 to 11:00am Morning Refreshment Setup and Clean up 

6 people on Saturday, 11:00am-2pm             Lunch Set Up and Clean Up 

6 people on Saturday, 2pm-4:30pm   Afternoon snack set up and clean up 

8 people on Saturday, 3:30-5:30  General Cleanup 

 

Join the Choir 
 

Just for a season!   If you like to sing but can't commit to the choir 

on a long term basis, you are welcome to give it a try during the 

Lent/Easter season.   The choir invites you to come to rehearsals 

each Wednesday from 7:30-9:00 p.m.  We are preparing now for 

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday. 

mailto:LMullettDesign@gmail.com
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Lent invites us to a deeper awareness of Godôs presence in 

our lives as we walk with Christ through the forty days 
leading up to the celebration of Easter. Traditionally, 

Christians have done this by adopting ñLenten disciplinesò 
such as prayer, study, worship, fasting, and service ï 

activities that create ñspace for Godò in our lives.  
 

This half -day retreat will provide an opportunity for prayer 
and quiet, as well as offering instruction in several spiritual 

practices that you can choose among in creating your own 
Lenten discipline, including creating a Lenten prayer journal, 

making a set of prayer beads, and praying with the Bible 
using the process known as lectio divina.  

 
Meet in Room 3, bring a snack to share, and a hunger for 

God.  

 
Please call or e -mail the church office to let us know you are 

coming, so we will have adequate supplies of materials.  

Creating Space  
for God: 
A Simple  
Lenten Retreat 
 

led by Kris Haig  
 
Saturday, March 7  
9:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m. 
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Meet Our New Members, Part 2  

Frank and Jennifer Costa 
 

We are most happy to welcome back 

Frank and Jennifer Costa as ñnew ò 

members of our church. Frank and 

Jennifer grew up in Fayette County, West 

Virginia, met in high school (first date 

was  33 years ago this past fall -- the 

same day Bill MacKenzie kicked the 

winning field goal to beat Pitt in 1975), 

and went to Gauley Bridge High school 

together.  

Frank grew up in a small community, 

Falls View, and began attending Falls 

View Presbyterian Church when he was 

in the 1st grade and has remained there most of his life.  Frank earned a degree from WVU in 

1983 in Broadcast Journalism where he first met Paul Atkins. He was a television sports 

anchor for about four years, went into public relations, and then began a 20+ year coaching 

career (mostly college women's basketball). He returned to WVU in 1991 as a graduate 

assistant with the Women's team here but did not receive a Master's in Coaching Education 

until 2006 from Ohio University. Frank coached at: WVU, Coastal Carolina, Ohio University, 

West Virginia University Tech, and the University of Charleston (WV).  He has also coached 

college level softball and menôs and womenôs tennis.  Jennifer is a Certified Nursing 

Assistant.  .  

They moved here at the end of June to begin a newly created job as the Operations Supervisor 

of the Student Recreation Center. Jennifer and Frank have 3 children: Francesca (a 2008 

graduate of Coastal Carolina) who lives in Myrtle Beach, SC, and who is 24); Nikki Lee, who 

is 21 and is a junior at WVU Tech in Montgomery; and Chase, who is going to be 20 and 

getting married two days later in February.   

Frank and Jennifer believe the Lord led them back to Morgantown, where they knew where 

they would attend church -- right at First Presbyterian, where Frank first came as a freshman 

back in 1979.  Yes, thirty years ago!  
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Kathy Fisher 
 

We want to welcome Kathy Fisher to the First Presbyterian 

Church.  Kathy was born in Lansing, Michigan and raised 

in Worthington, Ohio, where her mother still lives. She 

enjoys walking and  working and planting flowers in her 

gardens.  She also enjoys watching/attending college 

football and basketball games at WVU.  She has a son, 

Austin who turned 12 on Dec 27th.  He is in the 6th grade 

and attends Suncrest Middle School.  Her daughter Emily 

in 9 and in the 3rd grade at North Elementary.   Kathy 

attended The University of Illinois from the Fall of 1987 

until Spring of 1993,  received a B.A. in Piano 

Performance and then completed two Master's Degrees, 

one in Piano Pedagogy and the other in Piano 

Performance.  She began and completed all of the course 

requirements here at WVU for a doctorate in Piano 

Performance, then switched and earned a Masters in 

Education in 2003, She then received her Teaching 

Certificate in 2006 in Spanish.  Kathy started playing the 

piano when she was three and began lessons with a teacher when only six years old.  She also 

plays the violin.  Her favorite foods are Chinese and Italian.  We welcome this talented mom to 

our church.  

Will Weber 
 

Will Weber is another new member who was born in 

Coffeeville, Kansas but raised in Newport, Ohio.  When 

younger, he was a member of the Newport Baptist Church.  Will 

is a Junior at WVU, studying Biology with minors in Spanish 

and History and thinking of adding International Relations as a 

double major.  He would like a job in federal law enforcement, 

specifically in counterterrorism.  Though he never played, his 

favorite sport is football and he also likes  camping/hiking and 

scuba diving.   

Willôs favorite food is anything Italian and he likes country 

music, oldies, and contemporary Christian (most anything except 

heavy metal and rap).   Will enjoys playing guitar, drums and 

picking around at piano.  Welcome Will. 


