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CHURCH
PICNIC

The Fellowship Committee will
furnish the hot dogs,
hamburgers, veggie burgers and drinks. Bring
covered dish and plan on having a good time. Tftere
will be good fellowship as well as special
activities
wrap up the year!

SUNDAY, JUNE 7 @ 5 pm
MARILLA PARK PAVILION
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oDo you think Jesus ever [ aughedv
|l dve been asked this unli ke# firstoyaew@mnaniman not Ionce, but
workshop at a presbytery in the West, and later by a young teenager in Louisville, KY. The
question surprised me both times. ™
. My image of Jesus must be different from theirs. Their Jesus seems very serious -

indeed, focused intently upon his great work of ministry. And my Jesus is that, too. He also is
B the Suffering Servant, and the Savior who wept over Jerusalem.
But, as | suggested to my teenaged friend, remember that the Gospels also tell us that
children flocked to Jesus. Think about it: Would children be drawn to someone who never
|l aughed? Not any children | 86ve ever known!
I think Jesus must have laughed quite a lot, actually. He loved people, even as he saw u
through all their vain pretensions and posturings (surely cause enough for laughter). Deeper than -
that, however, was his appreciation of the goodness of Go
apprehend the presence of God surely gave him a joy that must have been effervescent. It
would have bubbled up, splashing over onto everyone he met.
He must have been a great electromagnetic force that was irresistibly attractive to
peopl e. By contrast, our impression of the oO0Oholy persono
the downright dreary. u
= Several years ago | attendedaweek -l ong retreat where we obsgrved the ¢
Silence. 6 We werendt supposed to talk from the end of Eve
Morning Prayer on the following day. This meant we had to eat our breakfast in silence. As we
sat at our round tables, overlooking one of the most beautiful lakes in the country on one of the
most gorgeous mornings God ever created, | wondered why it felt so..... well, depressing.
As | looked at the faces of my silent companions, they had a kind of grim resignation to
them. Where was the lively spirit that marked our other meals, | wondered? Why did we become
B so somber just because we were keeping silence? | like to imagine that if Jesus were to observe u
the Great Silence, there would still be a liveliness about him, a joyfulness, a delight, a silent
laughter.
Do our own spiritual practices nurture or squelch this capacity for delight? Do they
shape us into joyful people so alive with the Spirit that others are drawn to us? As St. Teresa of
Avila, the Sixteenth -Cent ury Carmel i te, wrote: oFrdagedsaints,| y devotions
good Lord, deliver us.o6 It is stilldl a timely prayer.

- -Kris "
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The choirs at FPC will soon wind up rehearsals and take a
short summer break.

Il téds that time of thatnkyputpear t b
everyone who gave sacred offerings of music to help us
know the presence of God. For both songs of joy and
guidance through the shades of night, we are grateful for
the profound gifts of music brought by singers, ringers,
and instrumentalists. Music has filled our house of
worship, thanks to the many instruments of praise and
voices raised.

Say thanks to a musician today. Thank the children and
their director, Donna Weems. Thank the hand bell and
choir chime ringers and their director, Marilyn Slaughter.
Give thanks for the life of Alice Ross and for her desire and
dedication to gather the string players. Thank the adult
singers for their contributions to worship each week. Say
thanks to everyone who played their instruments: brass,
string, woodwind, percussion, and keyboards.  Say thanks
for parental support, hours spent practicing, commitments
kept, newcomers and old -timers together. Your words of
appreciation are a powerful encouragement.

Give thanks to God for the gift of music!

Janna Kisner
Minister of Music
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Taking Hymn Requests :
Back by popular demand, we will again be:
taking requests for your favorite hymns on:
Sunday mornings in July and August. You:
will be invited to call out your hymn
numbers just prior to the services, so be
thinking of your favorites!



