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New Elders and Deacons Elected  
 

At a congregational meeting held June 7, new elders and deacons were elected.   

 Elected as Elder: 

  For a one-year term: Neil Bolyard;  

   For a three-year term: Frank Costa, George Lilley, Patrick 

McGinley, and Marilynn Slaughter. 

  Elected as Deacon, for a three-year term: Debbie Chase, Kathy 

Fisher, Linda Hagerty, Kaye Leinaweaver, Amy Zeiders and Rae 

Jean Sielen. 

 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) ordains people to three offices: 

 Å Elders oversee the mission and welfare of the church. 

 Å Deacons lead the church in its ministry of sympathy and service. 

 Å Ministers of the Word and Sacrament teach, preach, and administer the 

 sacraments. 

Of course, the work of elders, deacons, and ministers overlaps.  Nevertheless, each 

office has a particular focus. 

 

Elders are the congregationôs spiritual leaders, responsible for trying to see that 

the work and worship of the church faithfully reflects the ministry of Jesus.  They 

exercise this responsibility through leading the activities of the church and also by 

the example of their individual lives. 

"Those duties which all Christians are bound to perform by the law 

of love are especially incumbent upon elders because of their 

calling to office and are to be fulfilled by them as official 

responsibilities" (From the Book of Order, G-6.0304a) 

People both inside and outside the church look to elders as examples of faithful 

discipleship. That does not mean elders live perfect lives. No one does. In fact, the 

closer we grow to Christ, the more we realize how far short we fall and how much 

we rely on his grace. However, elders take seriously the fact that as officers of the 

church, what they do reflects on the body of Christ. 

 

Deacons lead the congregationôs ministries of caring. 
"The office of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy, 

witness, and service after the example of Jesus Christ. Persons of 

spiritual character, honest repute, of exemplary lives, brotherly and 

sisterly love, warm sympathies, and sound judgment should be 

chosen for this office" (From the Book of Order, G-

6.0401). It is a ministry of caring, love, 

compassion, prayer, and community service (G-

6.0402).  

Clearly deacons are not the only Presbyterians who provide 

these ministries of sympathy and caring. All Christians are 

charged to love their neighbors and care for one another. But 

the deacons provide an organized way of bringing the love 

of Jesus Christ to the church and the community. 

 

We thank our new officers for assuming their new 

responsibilities and look forward to their leadership. 
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From the Loft 

 

A recent FPC celebration is the launching of our new church 

web site!   Have you visited the site 

www.firstpresmorgantown?  On the òMusic and Artsó page 

you will find several links to explore our connections to 

professional music organizations such as the Presbyterian 

Association of Musicians, The American Guild of Organists, 

Choristers Guild, and the American Guild of English 

Handbell Ringers.  These organizations provide vital, 

formative resources for our staff and the FPC music ministry. 

 

But of wider interest to many of you are the links to sites for listening 

to sacred choral and organ music online.  Take some time to explore 

òSing for Joy,ó òPipedreamsó and òWith Heart and Voiceó for 

enriching and inspirational sacred music.  With a simple click you can 

listen to a vast archive of 

awesome music programs to 

nurture your soul. 

 

Janna Kisner 

Minister of Music 

Jessica Burtner attended a Pipe Organ Encounter at Baylor University 
in Waco, Texas from June 8-12.  The event was sponsored by the 
Baylor School of Music and the Central Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists.  The five- day camp gave students the opportunity to 
study and explore the pipe organ and improve their ability as organists 
with an in-depth look at the "King of Instruments."  Participants were 
immersed in organ workshops, lessons, recitals, and field trips to area 
churches.    The closing recital was played on the 92-rank, four-manual 
Petty-Madden organ at the Baylor University School of Music Roxy 
Grove Hall.  Jessica was a recipient of a scholarship provided by the 
local chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Later in the summer, 
Jessica will be leading worship from the organ at FPC church while 
Janna is on vacation. 

http://www.firstpresmorgantown/
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PRESBYTERIAN 

WOMEN PLAN TO 

CLEAN KITCHEN  
 

As one of the summer 

projects, Presbyterian 

Women will meet on 

Monday, July 13, at 9 

a.m. to clean the church 

kitchen.   This day of cleaning will 

include only the "light" house -

keeping chores such as dishes, 

shelves, etc.  If necessary, a second 

day of cleaning will be scheduled at 

this meeting.   General cleaning 

supplies will be provided; however, 

individuals may wish to bring 

gloves and buckets for personal 

use.  ALL are welcome to 

participate.  

TWO STITCH GROUPS MEET EACH MONTH 
 
Currently, two stitch groups meet in the church each month 
for anyone interested in working on ANY stitching 
project.  A morning group meets on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 10 a.m. and is announced in the weekly 
calendar included in the Sunday bulletin.  The evening 
group meets on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
BY  ANNOUNCEMENT  in the Sunday bulletin.  (Jean 
Dailey, 292-4041, or Jan Benders, 296-2318, may be 
contacted for more information about the evening group.) 
 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend  ONE  or  BOTH  groups. The groups are open to 
friends and neighbors as well as FPC members.  Plan to 
invite a friend (or more). 
 
Bring a current or unfinished project of any type.  Both 
groups offer a great opportunity to exchange ideas and 
patterns, get help with a stitching dilemma, or to complete 
an on-going (and perhaps long-forgotten) project.  Check 
for announced times and join us! 

Have you seen the church's new 

web site?   If not, check it out: 
www.firstpresmorgantown.org .     

Among those whom we thank for 
working so hard to get this new 
site up and running, please add 

the name of Debbie Chase.   Thank 
you Debbie, and all who made 
these new improvements.  

http://www.firstpresmorgantown.org
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Deacons Report, May 2009  

 

College students seem to 

enjoy the snack packs we 

prepare each spring for exam 

week, as òThank yous were received from 

several.   

 

The Fellowship Committee reports that Teachers 

Recognition was held after worship on June 7.   By 

the time you read this, we will also have held our 

church picnic at Marilla Park.  It was a great 

success and  we hope that you were there and 

enjoyed that fellowship with fellow church 

members and families.    

 

The Bereavement Committee held a reception at 

the memorial for Alice Ross.   Cards were sent to 

Eldon and family, and also to Mike Hohn on the 

death of his father.    

 

The WVU Hospitality Committee held a luncheon 

for our college students after the student -led 

worship service on May 26.   Also, an orientation 

was held on May 28 for the 13 student host 

families.   We trust that serving as family hosts 

will be an enjoyable experience for all.    

 

It was noted that volunteers were needed to 

help prepare meals for Vacation Bible School.  

July Birthdays  
1 Robert Williams 
2 Maxine Slaymaker 
 Sally Thomas 
3 Norma Jean Skriner 
7 Natalie Creese 
8 Jeffrey Bailey 
10 James McGraw 
 Benjamin Portaro 
13 Ruth Gardner 
15 Barbara Peters 
16 Zach Lyon 
18 Frank Witt 
19 Diane Leuthold 
20 Connie Nicasyo 
21 LaRue Wilson 
22 Helen Marsh 
 Cherise Starcher 
23 Polly Plummer 
 Kaylynne Stone 
24 Cecilia Barnett 
25 Katie Benders 
 Don Benson 
 Diane Williams 
26 Joan Driscole 
28 William Cummings 
 Patrick McGinley 
 Carin Nicasyo 
 David Samuel 
31 Helen Baird 
 Sarah Guerry 

July Baptisms 
Thomas Portaro ~ July 5, 1998 
Anthony Fragale ~ July 8, 2001 
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On Saturday, June 6, 
we sent off our youth 
and adult leaders for 
Memphis, TN.  

Hannah Zeiders, Lucas Trovato, Jake Mullett, Willie 

Weems, Lemley Mullett 

Youth with leaders Amie Benson, Patrick Kirby, and 

Debbie Palmer 

Prayers from Co-pastors Kris and John 


