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Final Report from Lombard Mediation Process 
 
 

  
Members and Friends, 

  

The Session has received the final report from the Lombard Mediation Center, 

copies of which are available in the church office.  The report stresses the im-

portance of the church following through on the congregational agreements 

which were forged during this process.  Some of those agreements have al-

ready been completed or are on-going.  Our committees are also working to-

wards prioritizing and accomplishing their individual goals.  As past head of 

the Mediation Logistics Committee, I have volunteered to monitor our pro-

gress in completing our objectives.  An updated list of our agreements will be 

posted on the church bulletin board, and I will note which tasks are concluded 

as I receive reports.  Session will also present a progress report on our agree-

ments during the annual congregational meeting on Jan. 25. 

  

On Jan. 11, we will conclude the mediation process during worship.  Together 

we will look back at our struggles, losses, and accomplishments, and look 

forward to what we hope to achieve.  We will pray that God may ease our 

sorrows, and that we use our past experiences, good and bad, to shape our 

future actions to the glory of God and to the betterment of our congregation 

and our community. 

  

While many of the congregational agreements are the assigned to specific 

committees, several are the responsibility of the congregation itself.  In this 

season of reflection and renewal, please look within yourself and find ways to 

contribute to the health of the congregation.  Greet someone you do not know.  

Extend a hand to someone with whom you have had a past conflict.  Make a 

conscious effort to open yourself up spiritually and emotionally to the possi-

bilities of healing.  If you are distanced from the church, please know that we 

live in hope of reconciliation and faith in the power of God to heal the great-

est of wounds.  God's love is undefended and unceasing and unconditional, 

and we look to that love as a model for our lives. 

  

In Christ's Name, 

 

 

Lee Mullett 

Clerk of Session 

Logistics Committee Chair, Lombard Mediation 
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Do you have as many questions about your faith as you have answers? 

 

Do you sometimes feel uncomfortable among people who seem so sure about what they believe? 

 

Would you like a comfortable place to explore faith and ask your questions? 

 

Then Living the Questions  may be for you. 

 

People know that at its core, Christianity has something good to offer the human race.  At the same time, many 

have a sense that they are alone in being a "thinking" Christian and that "salvaging" Christianity is a hopeless 

task. What is needed is a safe environment where people have permission to ask the questions they've always 

wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice for fear of being thought ignorant or a heretic.  

 

The overall theme is that of faith as a journey, not a destination.  The first unit, for January and February, is 

“Invitation to Journey”: 

1. An Invitation to Journey 

2. Taking the Bible Seriously 

3. Thinking Theologically 

4. Stories of Creation 

5. Lives of Jesus 

6. A Passion for Christ: Paul 

7. Out into the World: Challenges Facing Progressive Christians 

 

At the heart of each session is a video presentation from some of the leading scholars and preachers of our 

time.  They represent an eclectic variety of backgrounds and points of view.  All of them are open to a ques-

tioning approach to the faith. 

 

The format of each session includes a video, guided discussion, spiritual exercises and Bible study.  The 20 

minute videos for each session include conversation, sermon clips, lecture excerpts, and spiritual exercises for 

practical applications. 

For more information, see John Sonnenday, or visit www.livingthequestions.com. 
 

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

Beginning Jan. 11 

Led by Co-Pastor John Sonnenday 
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Adult Education:  

Spirit Sightings 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second Adult Education class called Spirit Sightings will begin on Sunday, Jan. 

11 at the 324 Forest building. This class will be an informal discussion and social 

opportunity especially for young adults and parents of young children; however, 

everyone is welcome. Spirit Sightings are intended to lift up international news 

stories and current events, linking these to the lectionary passages for each Sun-

day. Each class stands alone and the focus for the class can be obtained from the 

www.spiritseasons.com website on a weekly basis. The class will begin with a fel-

lowship time that will allow ample opportunity for parents to ensure that their 

children are settled in their class or the nursery. Come and try out this new format 

for a way to enrich your spiritual life. 

http://www.spiritseasons.com/
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Attendance: 
 5    158 
12    150 
19    145 
26    139 
Avg    148 
  
Gifts: 
from Robert and Yvonne Pierce in memory of Virginia Pierce Geyerhahn 
from Bernard and Joan Kan in memory of JoAnn Richardson 
 
Lombard update—The final report from the Lombard Process was distributed to Session.  At the next 
Session meeting, we will discuss the final report and plan our next steps, including continued execution 
of the congregational agreements.  Copies of the final report will be available in the office for members 
of the congregation, and Elder Lee Mullett will announce this in the bulletin and the Good News. 
 
New Members  Session approved new members John Zuercher, Leslie Moats, Will Weber and Kathy 
Fisher.   Session will have a brief meeting at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 7 to meet and approve new 
members Chris Moats, Kelly and Adam Zundell, and Eve Faulkes.  In January, Session will be welcom-
ing new members Ann Hubbs (affiliate member) and Frank and Jennifer Costa. 
 
PCDC Council Report- The PCDC Council met to establish what needs to be accomplished in the 
coming year.  The PCDC will be raising rates 10% soon, which should offset budget shortfalls.  The 
PCDC Council is still searching for one more member. 
 
Communication from Synod—Session discussed the letter from Synod.  Elder Lee Mullett will draft a 
response, which is due on Dec. 11. 
 
2008-2009 Committee members 
Finance & Legal Committee: 
     Michael Hohn, Doug Mooney, Barry McMillan (chair) 
 Endowment Committee: 
     George Lilley (chair), Tom Frame, Harold Forbes, Barry McMillan 
Worship Committee: 

Rev. Kris Haig, Janna Kisner, Jean Dailey (chair) Joan Driscole, Linn Monahan, Joe Evans, Hugh 
Lindsay, Marilynn Slaughter, Sharon Santos, Shirley Schreiber, Debbie Palmer, Jan Benders, (off-
board coordinator of acolytes) 

 

Session Report (Nov. 15 Meeting) 
Lee Mullett, Clerk of Session 
 
Opening worship— The Session expressed gratitude for the informational process leading up to 
the congregational meeting regarding Westminster House, for the participation of the congregation 
in asking thoughtful questions, and for the unanimous vote of the congregation.  Session gave 
thanks for Patrick Kirby’s brother-in-law, for John Garlow’s mother in law’s improved health, for Chet 
Parsons’ and the Westminster House board’s dedication and hard work.  The Session is grateful for 
Gertraud Irwin’s health and safety.  Finally, the Session prayed for our new members and their  
happiness in their new church. 
 
Clerk’s Report for October—   
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 Flower Sub-Committee  
  Marilynn Slaughter, Betty McCartney, Linda Huffman, Carole Mooney, Linn Monahan 
Evangelism Committee: 
 Brenda Ely (Chair) 
PCDC Council:  
 John Garlow (Chair), Marian Gemmen, Jerry Stone, Jim Slaymaker, Barbara Myers, Jeff 
 Bailey 
Nominating Committee: 

Eldon Ross (Chair), Randy Gemmen, Mary Adamski-Forbes, Susan Eason, Linda Hagerty, 
Rae Jean Sielen, Sabine Slaymaker 

Stewardship Committee:  
Patrick Kirby, Ted Webb, Alan Donaldson 

Mission Committee: 
Gertraud Irwin, Karin Patterson, Judy Werner, Cindy Griffin, (Chair), Vicki Powell, Mavis 
Grant-Lilley, Mary Adamski-Forbes 

Nurture & Learning Committee: 
Cindy Barnett-Ryan (Co-Chair), Jeremy Zeiders (Co-Chair), Beth Madison, Amy Zeiders, 
Jan Benders 

 Library Subcommittee  
  Deb McConnell, Peg Chase 
 Child Care Subcommittee 
  Jamie Lester, Stacey Harper 
 Adult Ministry Subcommittee 
  Linda Wessels, Mavis & George Lilley, Paul Atkins, Scott Lyons 
Property Management Committee: 
 David Burtner (chair), Paul Atkins, Nick Nicassyo, Lloyd Slaughter 
 
 
Announcement: Carol Rotruck is looking for some Presbyterians to serve on the board of The 
Shack.  The board meets every other month, with responsibilities including fundraising, policy 
decisions, and community relations. 
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Pancake  

Breakfast 
 

For I was hungry, and 

you gave Me something 

to eat; I was thirsty, and 

you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, 

and you invited Me in. Mathew 25:35 

 

For over  10 years, our church has welcomed mem-

bers of the Morgantown community to a hot break-

fast each Sunday morning.  Church members fol-

lowing a mission trip to The Open Door, a home-

less shelter in Atlanta, GA; started this ministry. 

Currently, eight “teams” of adults, youth, and even 

children, prepare and serve pancakes, eggs, sau-

sage, cereal, orange juice, and coffee to between 50  

and 90 guests. Speaking from personal experience, 

this is a very rewarding ministry experience. It is a 

concrete way to show God‟s love to others in need. 

 

We start serving breakfast at about 8, but most 

weeks (especially when the weather is cold), peo-

ple sit around the gym waiting and visiting with 

each other.  Some people have been coming for 

years, while others are just passing through town.  

Sometimes, whole families come.  Most of the 

guests are men. Church members are welcome to 

attend the breakfast and visit with our guests.  

Some guests want to sit quietly; others seem scared 

and uncomfortable; and some want to sit and chat.  

Some people say, “Thanks”; others say nothing. 

 

Volunteers arrive at the church at 7. Breakfast is 

served between 8-9.  Clean-up is usually done by 

9:30 or 9:45. Working with a team of church mem-

bers is a great way to get to know one another. This 

is a good volunteer activity for families to do to-

gether. Children and youth get to work along-side 

adults and become aware of the needs of others. 

My sons started working at the breakfast when they 

were about 10 and 14. Although they were not nor-

mally early risers, they knew their service was im-

portant and came willingly. 

 

We are in need of additional volunteers on one of 

our teams.  Each team works seven or eight Sun-

days a year.  We also need to update our list of sub-

stitute workers.  If you would like to volunteer, or 

want more information, contact Cindy Griffin at 

291-6010 or email cynthiaggriffin@comcast.net. 

Souper Bowl Sunday  
Is Coming Feb. 1! 

 

No, I did not misspell “Super Bowl.” The mission 

committee and youth are working together to organ-

ize “Souper Bowl Sunday” at our church.  This na-

tionwide program collects food and cash donations to 

support local hunger projects.  The program started in 

1988 by a Presbyterian pastor who prayed, “Lord, as 

we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 

mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to 

eat.” 

 

Any type of non-perishable food items may be do-

nated. Local food banks report a special need for 

“high food value foods,” such as tuna fish, baked 

beans, oatmeal, canned soups, cereal, stews, chili, 

peanut butter, etc.  Youth will determine which local 

hunger program should receive the cash donations. 

This is a great opportunity for us to “share with God‟s 

people in need.” 

Lombard Mediation Process  

Final Report Available  

 

The Session has received the final report from the 

Lombard Mediation Process.  Copies are available in 

the church office.  Session is reviewing the report, and 

continuing to pursue completion of the congregational 

agreements.  

Sincere Thanks 
 

Just can‟t thank you enough for letting us use your 

gym for our Thanksgiving Dinner! 

Our families enjoyed themselves. Also a big thanks to 

your custodian Dave for his help. 

 

—Mountainview Early Head Start Staff  
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Stephen Ministers page (printed) 
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COOKIES   'N  MORE SALE 
2008  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas music and cheerful smiles greeted the line of shoppers at 

the annual Cookies 'N More Sale Saturday, Dec. 6.  Decorated ta-

bles laden with 69 varieties of homemade cookies (approximately 

275 dozen) offered delectable choices.  Shoppers expressed pleas-

ure with comments such as "a beautiful display" and "the best 

cookie sale." Loaded boxes were proof of happy customers. 

           

The "Treasure Corner" was a popular shopping spot filled with 

Christmas decorations and a selection of useful, gently used items 

at reasonable prices.  Handcrafted items, made by Presbyterian 

Women members, were offered at a separate table.   Aprons, tote 

bags and the ever-popular bean soup mix were big sellers. 

          

 The Alternative Gift display made sales and distributed informa-

tion to those interested. 

           

Proceeds from the sale will benefit The Haiti Educational Founda-

tion, a local non-profit organization, and various Presbyterian 

Women projects.  At this time, no decision has been made about 

recipients other than the long-standing international project, The 

Haiti Educational Foundation.  

           

Presbyterian Women extends a heartfelt thanks to all who made the 

2008 Cookies 'N More Sale a success.  This project depends on 

many people, and, as usual, many responded. To those who baked 

cookies, helped with publicity and various preparations, assisted in 

setting up, worked the sale, shopped, or participated in clean-up -- 

your involvement and generous giving were greatly appreci-

ated.  Already PW is noting ideas for improving  the sale for 

2009.  We extend a sincere thanks to all. 

 

Theology on Tap  
 

Join this group to discuss lofty topics in a not-so-lofty atmosphere.  We'll meet monthly at a local pub for an hour 

to talk about the nature of evil, the role of the church in political life, the omnipotence of God, our spiritual practices, 

and other topics as we may choose.  Although the format is still evolving, I envision a single topic each month, short 

readings or quotes to stimulate thought (so you don't have homework!), followed by spirited conversation. Our first 

meeting will be on Monday, Jan. 12 at 8 p.m. at Mario's Fishbowl.  Email Lee Mullett at LMullettDesign@gmail.com 

to sign up! 

SMALL GROUPS 

AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 
After receiving input from church members, 

the Mission Study Task Force recommended 

and Session approved, in 2005, a goal to in-

crease the spiritual formation of the congrega-

tion through the development of additional 

small groups. The church has had and does 

have small groups of its members meeting in 

host family homes or the church at regular 

times for spiritual formation. These may take 

the form of bible study, reflection, sharing of 

faith journeys, study of a book or discussion of 

faith topics. 

 

The Adult Ministry Team intends to actively 

pursue the goal previously articulated in the 

Mission Study, i.e., that is to enhance the spiri-

tual formation of the congregation through the 

development of additional small groups. To 

that end, in December the Adult Ministry 

Team will have a survey of your preferences 

and information in the Parlor, and an after-

church meeting on Jan. 11, 2009. The survey 

will also appear in the Jan. GOOD NEWS. At 

the meeting, the Adult Ministry Team will 

lead a discussion with those in attendance 

about the possibilities for small groups - what 

might go on in a small group, what resources 

this church has to nurture each small group, 

and how they might form. Finally it is our 

prayer that the Holy Spirit will move those in 

attendance, and any others, to join together in 

as many small groups as is desired. For more 

information feel free to contact Linda Wessels, 

Paul Atkins, George or Mavis Grant-Lilley. 
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From the Loft 
 

 

In spite of good intentions to be faithful with daily Bible readings and prayer, I continually need 

reminders, encouragement, fresh starts and companions for the journey.   This past year, there 

was a small group called  :-]  :-]  or :-] :-] :-]  that 

experimented  with an online connection for Bible 

Study.  Throughout the year we shared the spiritual 

practice of daily Bible reading, reflection and prayer 

from our own homes using a 

daily devotional resource book 

based on the weekly lectionary 

readings. Participants could 

share questions, reflections and 

prayer concerns with each other 

via e-mail. As the group facilita-

tor, I occasionally sent out e-mails with additional questions for reflection 

or discussion.  An occasional F2F meeting offered a chance to get better 

acquainted.  Since these are the same readings that are used throughout the 

liturgical year in the sermons, music and liturgy here at FPC, participants found it helpful 

preparation for weekly worship services. 

 

 

You are invited to join in the second annual 2009 Bible Study group :-]  :-]  

or :-] :-] :-] .   Books are available in the church office for $11. Anyone from 

anywhere who has a computer is invited to join the spiritual practice of 

daily Bible reading, reflection and prayer from the convenience of your own 

home. You're invited to „reply to all' to share thoughts from the readings 

that were particularly meaningful or challenging for you. Some weeks you 

may be quiet, forgetful or busy.  That's OK, too.  There will be other com-

panions for the journey that are in the same boat. 

 

 

  

 

 

If you would like to try this new connectionalism in your faith journey, contact  

jannakisner@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Janna Kisner 

Minster of Music 

 

Upper Room  

Disciplines 2009 

A Book of Daily 

Devotions 

books available 

from the church 

office for $11. 

"As you begin this year of Bible study, reflec-

tion, and prayer be gentle and compassionate 

with yourself.  You will begin and you will 

forget.  You may delight in the Word one week 

and ignore it the next.  When this happens, 

remind yourself that you have not failed, and 

you are not unfaithful.  Be grateful that you 

have recognized what has happened, open the 

book, and begin again.  Rejoice that you have 

started over."   

--Jane Vennard, from the Introduction to 

 Disciplines 2008. 

This group's icon 

and message titles 

will be 

:-] :-] or :-] :-] :-] 

using emoticons* to 

symbolize Matthew 

18:20: é"Where 

two or three are 

gathered together in 

my name, there am 

I in the midst of 

them." 
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January Birthdays January Baptisms 

Larkin, Kevin  4  

Burtner, Stephanie 5  

Shahan, Louise 6  

Mullett, Chuck 7  

Atkins, Paul  8  

Mullett, Jacob  10  

Weissman, Adam 10 

Zeiders, Owen  10  

Inskeep, Keith  11  

Kammer, Heidi 12  

Ryan, Patrick  12  

Donaldson, Ruth 14  

Heironimus, Mary 14  

Schellhaus, Ann  14  

Chase, Debbie  15 

Slaughter, Cindy 15  

Hunt, Janet  17  

Patterson, Ray  18  

Glock, Suzanne 19  

Rushford, Carol 20  

Elliott, Candice 21  

Yeboah, Kwasi Osei 22  

Cummings, Miranda 25  

Van Camp, Gregory 25  

Cooper, Nancy 27   

Klinke, Leah  29 

Leuthold, Peter 30  

Schreiber, Shirley 31 

Norma Morris  1/7       

Margaret VanScoy 1/18     

Stefanie Vanhorn 1/13    

Help Someone Worship  

This Winter!  
 

Now that winter is here the Deacons are 

offering help to those with transportation 

needs for church services. For those offer-

ing or requesting transportation to Sunday 

services, please email Scott Lyon at 

f_slyon@msn.com or call 594-1007. 


