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THE GOOD NEWS

August 2009

Opening the Scriptures: The Gospels

This Fall we will begin an kadepth class on the Bible, focusing on each of
the four Gospels as
guestions as:

A Who actually wrote the Gospels, and
under what circumstances?

A How were the Gospels shaped by the
traditions of Judaism, the culture of
Greece, and the political power of thi
Roman Empire?

How did the text of the Bible come down
to us?

Are the stories ab
what way?

What is a Agospel,

different from a biography?

Why are there different translations of th
Bible, and what does it matter?

Why does the Jesus of the first three
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke)
seem like such a different person
from the Jesus of the Gospel of John?

A How can my personal experience of Christ and life of faith be deepened

studying these things together with others?
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Br. Jozeph Hiep, FSC

This yearlong class will be c@aught by Kris and John, and will draw upon

the material from the course on New Testament that Kris teaches at WayneJJburg

University. (Youobll be getting a c
include experiential exercises that will help us not only to study the Scripture
but to ponder their meaning for our own lives.

TIME AND PLACE:
Sunday mornings
9:30¢ 10:30 a.m.
Room 3

DATES:
September 13 November 22
January & February 21
April 11¢ May 23

While attendance at every session is not required, the class will be most
meaningful if you plan to attend as regularly as possible.
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new ministry project that is in its
beginning stages and welcomes
individuals to become involved. The
Prayer Shawl group will knit or
crochet shawls that will be given to
people as tangi bl
embracing love and the care of this
congregation. The shawls will be knit
. with prayer, blessed, and then given
: to provide comfort for those suffering
from ilinesses, shut-ins, caregivers, and anyone experiencing a significant life stress. Stoles,
scarves, lap robes, and afghans may also be created. The group is different from the regular

. knitting and crocheting group in its focus on prayer as a conscious part of each work session.
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The idea of a Prayer Shawl Ministry was begun in 1998 by Janet Bristow and Victoria Galo, two
graduates of the 1997 Women's Leadership Institute at The Hartford Seminary in Hartford,
Connecticut, as a result of their experience in the program of applied Feminist Spirituality under
the direction of Professor Miriam Therese Winter, MMS. Compassion and the love of knitting/
crocheting have been combined into a prayerful ministry and spiritual practice which reaches out
to those in need of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy.

:  Whether called Prayer Shawls, Comfort Shawls, Peace Shawls, or Mantles of Caring, they are
made by a shawl maker who begins with prayers and blessings for the recipient. These intentions
. are continued throughout the creation of the shawl. As a person crochets or knits a Prayer Shawl,
. he or she is in prayer for the person who might receive it. When shawls are completed, they are
: dedicated in worship and a final blessing is offered before the shawl is sent on its way. A card or
brochure containing prayers and comforting words is given with each shawl. Both the giver and
receiver feel the unconditional embrace of a sheltering, mothering God.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has continued to spread across the country and denominations. There
are many printed resources available on the Internet. There are specific patterns suggested for
: making Aprayer shawlso but patterns from oth

If you are interested in participating, but need help with your knitting or crocheting skills, rest
cassured that we wil!/| teach you the basics an
have yarn of your own that youdd |i ke to use
yarn by Dorothy Johnson.

We hope to have the first group of shawls ready for dedication early in the Fall. If you would like
to receive of one of these shawils, or if you know of someone who might find comfort from the gift
. of a prayer shawl, please contact the church office at 296-8236 or presby@commpluswv.net.

The Prayer Shawl Group will meet next on Monday, Aug. 10 from 4:30 7 6:30 p.m. in the Library.
+ Future meeting dates and times will be determined according to what works best for individuals.

We welcome people of all ages, and men are especially encouraged to join this ministry project.
For more information, please contact Judy Werner [304-296-4506] or Jean Dailey [304-292-
4041].

ooo-oo.ooooooocouooo-ooo-oo.ooooooocooo“-QQ:-oo.oomooocooooouooo-oo.ooooooooooooouooo-oo.ooo.ooooooocooooouooo-ooo-oo.-oo.m


mailto:presby@commpluswv.net

~i@alo

kidsd race wil/l
Saturday, Aug. 29.

Summer Programming for Sunday School
Starts in August!!

While hopefully everyone has been enjoying
a leisurely summer, we will have some
broadly-graded Sunday School options
beginning on Aug. 2.

There will be a class

for kids who will be

entering Pre-

Kindergarten through

the 5t grade. A

separate opportunity

for the middle school

and high school

youth to participate in small service
projects during the Sunday School hour will
also be available. In addition, there will be
a class for adults offered in 324 Forest Ave.
that will provide a relaxed environment for
fellowship and a discussion of current
events. Keep watching the eNews and
other postings for details as they arise.
Hope to see you there!
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Co-pastors Kris Haig and John Sonnendayvill be on

vacation from Augustidl7. The Rev. Jim Mohrman will

The Sprint Splash
J fundraiser for Monongalia County Habitat for Humanity.

Both kids and adults can register to participate in this mini
triathalon You can also enter as a member ghariber relay team. The
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held on Fridaly, Aug.

J | Scream! You Scream!
We all Scream for Ice
Cream! Itistime to

start thinking about the
annual Ice Cream Social
for the college

students.  Mark your
calendars to come
socialize and welcome

the new and returning students. The

date to remember is Aug. 30 at 7 p.m.

at First Preshyterian Church. We are

also asking for donations of prizes that

we can give the students. There will be
a collection box in the back of the

church for all donations. Some ideas for
the collection may be: anything WVU,
laundry detergent, dryer sheets,

coupons or gift certificates for ice
cream/local coffee shop/restaurants.

-2828).We welcome Jeff Kisneras our preacher for Sundayss
Aug, 9 and 16. Jeff is a Professor of Religion and Chair of th

Human Studies Department at Waynesburg University; he afo"

* Dbe available for pastoral emergencies during this time (29
. Serves as an Interim Pastor. He is married to Janna Kisner, (_Jur"

I Minister of Music.

 Save the date!

Our regular fall
Sunday School
curriculum for
children and youth
will begin on Sept. 13.
Keep watching for
additional




Deacondos Meeting .Repoft

The Fellowship Committee reported that the Teacher Recognition Reception

after worship on June 7 was appreciated by all who took part. The Church
Picnic was held on that same day and 90 people attended. Donations given
that day did not cover expenses, but the picnic was judged to be a big

success. The next social event will be the Ice Cream Social on Sunday,

Aug. 30.

Shut - Ins, lliness, and New Baby Committee sent a card to Walter Raese on

his 102 " birthday. We will provide some meals to the Kirby Zuercher

family as they embrace their three new foster children. We also approved

Justin Woodb6s idea that he assemble a fAcare pafjckage
Zuercher family by asking for donations from local businesses.

Rev. Sonnenday reported that the May 31 brunch for prospective new members

went well. The WVU Hospitality Committee reported that 10 - 13 potential
host families attended a meeting on May 28. Thanks to Kendra Evans and
Andrew Woodworth for making this happen. Kendra will also be asking for
donations in The Good News and in the church

bulletins for donations to be given to

students at the Ice Cream Social.

We need to identify a few men who are
passionate about having
to proceed. Anyone interested in helping to
revive this important group should contact

Beth Madison.

We elected Beth Madison as the new Moderator

of the Deacons. Leah Klinke is Vice Moderator
and Katie Benders Secretary. Dave Samuel is
going off the Deacons after a 6 - year term, but
volunteered to continue doing these write -

Theology on Tap returns for Fall!

After a hiatus due to the extreme ineptitude of the organizer, Theology on Tap will resume on
Tuesday, Aug. 25, at 8 p.m. at Yesterday'sJoin us for "spirited” discussion! Our September
meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept. 29lease email me if you are interested in Theology on
Tap, even if you can't make this particular event: LMullettDesign@gmail.com.
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